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Overview 

The City of Burien is preparing its first Climate Action Plan (CAP) to reduce community greenhouse gas 
emissions, prepare for climate impacts like wildfire, flooding, water scarcity, extreme heat, and adopt 
other measures that will improve the quality of life and livelihoods for Burien residents. The plan is 
centered around a set of strategies and actions to work towards achieving carbon neutrality in Burien 
and increase community resilience. This workshop—the second of three workshops between April and 
October— served as a working session with the Community Advisory Group and other residents to 
gather feedback about the current list of proposed strategies and actions. Workshop materials were 
translated into both Spanish and Vietnamese, and the workshop itself was also interpreted in both 
languages.  

 

Objectives 
 Gather public input to refine the Burien Climate Action Plan draft strategies and actions. 

 Gather input on strategy language to ensure strategies and actions will work toward the 
community’s vision for the Burien Climate Action Plan. 

 Provide an overview of the Climate Action Plan progress to date and next steps in the project.  



Workshop Agenda 

Time Agenda Item 

4:55 – 5:00  Participants Log-on to Zoom Webinar  

5:00 – 5:20  Introductions  
o Introduction to Webinar structure and other tech logistics  
o Project team intro and goals of meeting 
o Participant Introductions 

5:20 – 5:55  Presentation  
o Overview of the Climate Action Plan & relevant context  
o Introduction to focus areas and strategies and actions 

5:55 – 6:00  Break 

6:00 – 7:10  Breakout Room Discussion 
 Format: 

o Attendees remained in the same breakout room for duration of workshop. 
o Each room started with a different focus area and rotated to the next focus 

area until the time ran out. Most groups discussed all 5 focus areas.  
o Facilitators used Google slides to facilitate the Breakout discussion. Attendees 

shared their feedback directly on the slides, or verbally and the facilitator took 
notes on their behalf.  

 Focus Areas Discussed: 
o Focus Area 1: Transportation & Land Use 
o Focus Area 2: Buildings & Energy  
o Focus Area 3: Materials & Consumption  
o Focus Area 4: Water & Natural Systems 
o Focus Area 5: Community Resilience & Well-being 

7:10 – 7:25  Breakout Room Report Out + Q&A 
o Workshop attendees joined back together to summarize breakout room 

discussions.   

7:25 – 7:30   Next Steps and Adjourn 
 Overview of workshop and upcoming steps in the process 
 Adjourn 

 

  



Notes from Breakout Discussion Groups 
Focus Area 1: Transportation & Land Use 
Focus Area Goals:  

 Reduce transportation emissions and increase trips made by walking, biking, and transit. 
 Support neighborhood nodes that provide easy access to transit, amenities, jobs, and housing. 

Strategy T-1.1: Transition to the use of energy efficiency vehicles 

• Action T-1.1.1 | Invest in transitioning the Burien fleet to all electric vehicle where feasible. 

o Recommended that this suggestion be paired with installation of solar panels which could also 
be used as shade cover. Suggested that action expand to provide subsidies to business owners 
to cover cost of solar panel installation. 

• Action T-1.1.2 | Review current electric vehicle (EV) infrastructure in the city to identify gaps. Develop an 
EV infrastructure plan that strategically expands EV fueling infrastructure throughout the community. 

o Strong support of this action, with emphasis that the additional EV infrastructure needs to 
include fast chargers and research must be done to put them in appropriate locations, including 
multifamily residences.  

o Suggestion for the City to work with HOAs to install chargers. 
o Suggestion to include electric bikes into this infrastructure update to increase accessibility. 
o Concern that fast chargers installed outside businesses could become rest stations and EV 

owners will loiter outside of the businesses to charge. 

• Action T-1.1.3 | Continue to support the State in adopting clean vehicle standards. 

o Strong support for this action. 

• Action T-1.1.4 | Partner with school districts to electrify school buses and shuttles. 

o Unclear what this partnership entails, recommended that the action language expand to clarify 
what leverage the City has to enact this action and how it will be funded.  

General Comments about Strategy:  

o Strong feeling that EV’s are still largely inaccessible and unequitable – this could be remedied 
with incentives for EV purchases. 

o Confusion about how to create partnerships with local dealerships to incentivize EV purchases. 
o Participants had questions regarding the longevity of this plan – how will this be revisited, is it a 

10-year plan? 

Strategy T-1.2: Reduce transportation emissions associated with government operations 

• Action T-1.2.1 | Provide City sponsored bus passes for all regular and supplemental employees for 
commuting to work. 

o Support for this idea. 
o Recommended to expand this idea to include all Burien residents, not just employees, to 

encourage Green transportation use communitywide. 

• Action T-1.2.2 | Update the City's telecommuting policy to increase the number of days staff work from 
home. 

o Already being implemented by many large companies. 



o Concern that employees will overwork themselves with teleworking – social interaction with 
coworkers feels necessary. 

• Action T-1.2.3 | Allow multiple virtual options to employees and city stakeholders for most meetings by 
default. 

o Lack of clarity with this option from participants —does this mean that all or most meetings are 
automatically virtual? 

o Equity consideration for this action – not all employees have access to the internet or equipment 
necessary for teleworking. 

o Concern that employees will overwork themselves with teleworking – social interaction with 
coworkers feels necessary. 

o Questions about effectiveness — does telecommuting cut down on gas consumption or is it more 
efficient for employees to all share electricity in an office? 

o General support for this action to create more flexibility, but preference for mixed media options 
rather than online only. 

• Action T-1.2.4 | Train fleet drivers and employees on best practices for fuel efficiency. 
o No feedback for this action 

• Action T-1.2.5 | Support active transportation options for employees by providing bicycle lockers, 
showers, and other bicycle infrastructure at City buildings. 

o Support for this option — benefits the whole community, including unhoused populations. 
o Suggested to expand action to also provide incentives to use amenities rather than simply 

providing the amenities. 

General Comments about Strategy: 

o Expanded transit will benefit all Burien residents. 
o Strong support for the supporting of city employees and community as a whole. 
o Suggestion: Focus on supporting state partners such as DOT and Port of Seattle. 

Strategy T-1.3: Enable and provide multiple modes of green transportation 

• Action T-1.3.1 | Encourage and foster the use of new mobility options such as bike share, electric bikes 
and scooters, and ride hailing. 

o Expand to include rail systems in this action 
o Park and Rec could host events around biking and walking. 
o Consider equity in implementation – host programs in different languages. 
o Consider how to introduce public transportation systems to people who are unfamiliar with this 

transit mode. 
o Concern over hostile situations with transit police. 
o Concern regarding infrastructure to store options like electric scooters. 

• Action T-1.3.2 | Increase network of safe bikeways and trails for all ages and abilities consistent with the 
Transportation Master Plan. Prioritize projects to connect bikeways to access all parts of the city.  

o Strong support for this action; will yield many additional community benefits  
o Suggestion to install North-South bikes lanes. 
o Emphasis on the importance of creating a safe bike network using natural buffers along 

corridors. 
o Suggestion to include bike locks and bike parking in this network update. 



• Action T-1.3.3 | Partner with public transportation services, frontline community organizations, and 
strategic surrounding jurisdictions to pilot new routes and diverse transit options to improve efficiency 
and reliability. 

o Action seems too general, clarify if these new routes include public transit or just bikes. 
o Suggestion to expand action to also include the development of a regional hyperloop system. 
o Action supports shorter commute trips for errand and leisure trips within Burien - connecting 

attractions and destinations of interest to residential areas. 
o Concern that the partnership between Metro and City is not equitable—one side benefits 

disproportionately; action could expand to address this.  
o Concern about the type of busses used for the H-Line and the associated emissions from these 

vehicles. 
o Suggestion to consider shuttle lines as an option to areas with a lack of public transit stops, or to 

popular locations. 
o Connect biggest employers to transit lines 

 
• Action T-1.3.4 | Encourage business owners to offer Commute Trip Reduction (CTR) programs or 

similar incentives to their employees for using transit or rideshare options. 
o Suggestion to include Electric Vehicle Rideshare options in this action. 
o Suggestion to promote commuter van sharing in this action. 
o Confusion over incentive structure—will these be = financial incentives 

Strategy T-2.1: Encourage density and mixed land use in strategic areas 

● Action T-2.1.1 | Review and update land use, zoning, and planning policy to prioritize the development of 
affordable ten-minute communities (where work, shopping, schools, and play are within ten minutes of 
where people live). 

o Support for updating zoning policies for transitioning shopping corridors to sustainable mixed-
use development. 

o Concern regarding displacement with zoning. 
o Strong support for this action; ensure that this planning is long-term. 
o Funding should be provided for green building features. 

● Action T-2.1.2 | Incentivize infill and mixed-use development (e.g. through density bonuses, zoning 
amendments to increase density, tax benefits, and reduction in parking or other code requirements). 

o Support for implementation of mixed-use development along commercial corridors. 
o Suggestion—mixed land use could include flexible workspaces in building that have solar panels. 

 
● Action T-2.1.3 | Integrate public amenities and services such as parks, open space, public art, street front 

retail and community services. Use code requirements, incentives, or impact fees as tools to support this 
action. 

o Unclear about how this action would be implemented. 
o Concern that affordable housing will only be located near arterials rather than by parks and 

other green spaces. 

● Action T-2.1.4 | Alter zoning and planning policies to integrate Transportation Demand Management 
(TDM) standards into Comprehensive Plan code changes for institutional and commercial development. 

o No feedback for this action 



● Action T-2.1.5 |Evaluate the effectiveness of zoning codes and identify incentives to encourage Accessory 
Dwelling Units (i.e., mother-in-law units).  

o Strong support for this action. 
o Potential to incentivize ADUs? 

● Action T-2.1.6 | Adopt Middle Missing Housing policies and codes for all new development to allow for 
broader housing types in single family zones, particularly near transit. 

o Concern: “Seems like a red flag” 
o Is it Middle Missing or Missing Middle? 
o Equity concern— Is there a way to equitably implement this without leading to displacement?  

● Action T-2.1.7 | Require pedestrian-friendly street frontages with landscaping, ample sidewalks, and 
parking that minimizes conflicts between pedestrians and automobiles (may require amendments to 
zoning code and road standards). 

o Strong support for this action. 
o Suggestion: Include a revision of City code that prevents the filling in of drainage ditches on 

properties–could result in more sidewalk space and there are potentially sidewalks that permit 
the drainage that these ditches provide. 

General Comments about Strategy: 
o Encourage parking in larger apartment buildings, especially when they contain retail centers. 

Prioritize underground parking when possible.  
o Consider Housing Affordability and Livability Agenda (HALA) recommendations from Seattle. 
o Communicate link between density and open space. 

 

Focus Area 2: Buildings & Energy  
Focus Area Goals:  

 Support efficient building standards.  
 Expand renewable energy production and use. 

Strategy B-1.1: Advance the decarbonization of buildings 

• Action B-1.1.1 | Implement building code changes to promote energy efficient buildings. Ideally, these 
regulations would cover both new construction and major renovations of existing buildings. Code changes 
may include requiring electric heating/cooling pumps in all new builds or renovations (no new natural gas) 
or requiring EV infrastructure for all new commercial and multi-family development to increase available 
EV charging stations in the city. 

o Equity Concern—Not everyone has the choice to transition to EV’s. 
o Concern that the current system could not handle EV infrastructure in every single building. 
o Suggestion that EV implementation should be related to solar panel installation. 
o Implement education on this topic in schools. 
o Implement incentives regarding wood stoves and gas/oil in favor of heat pumps. 

• Action B-1.1.2 | Provide incentives for or require the development of new builds to be high-performance 
certified commercial and multi-family buildings through programs such as LEED (or built to LEED 
standards), EDGE, or Built Green, with the goal to achieve net zero GHG in new buildings by 2031. 
Incentives or requirements can be implemented through the zoning code through increased height and 
floor area. 



o Concern—ensure that amount of green space be proportional to development. 
o Suggestion—this should be a requirement, not an incentive program. 
o Recommendation: if mandatory, the government should provide different timing terms for 

properties who house lower income residents so the burden doesn't fall on the renters 
o Recommendation to expand this action to include requirements for solar generation in all new 

government buildings. 
• Action B-1.1.3 | Put in place a system to regularly update relevant building code ordinances, adopt green 

codes and mandate implementation; consider adopting further local standards to reduce GHG emissions 
over time. 

o Concern—EDGE is oriented toward helping emerging economies “go green” and may not be 
appropriate for Burien. 

o Support for this action due to its long-term implementation segment. 
o Suggestion to update filtration codes for buildings for particularly smokey days. 
o Multiple comments suggesting freezing permitting until more climate friendly codes can be 

adopted. 
• Action B-1.1.4 |Require building energy performance disclosure* and benchmarking from all privately-

owned commercial buildings by 2030 (at a minimum, any multi-family or non-residential over 20,000 sq. 
ft) and set a maximum target for energy per sq. ft. by a determined year. (*Existing policy requires 
benchmarking of building over 50,000 sq. ft by 2026. Incentives available for buildings that adopt early.) 

o Clarify—what is the monitoring and public communications plan? 
 

• Action B-1.1.5 | Promote low interest loan options to finance energy efficiency upgrades for commercial 
buildings (e.g. CPACER). 

o Suggestion to expand this action to residential buildings too. 
o Clarify is CPACER is only for commercial buildings. 
o Suggestion to expand action to include private household or multifamily dwelling owners. 
o Suggestion to include a partnership with Seattle City Light so they can support this initiative.  

• Action B-1.1.6 | Work with advocacy organizations and Regional Code Collaboration (RCC) to support and 
implement progressive State building and energy code standards. 

General Comments about Strategy: 

o Suggestions to increase emphasis on weatherization assistance and education, especially for 
single family homes. 

- Weatherization can be a hard concept to translate to other languages. 56% of Burien 
speaks a non-English language at home. 

- Enhance weatherization and solar panels for single family homes. 
- Emphasize weatherization and repurposing existing buildings, rather than just new 

buildings.  
- Clarify whether it’s possible to incentivize/subsidize energy efficiency retrofits in 

residential buildings?  
o Suggestion that it is imperative that if these initiatives are mandatory that all available resources 

to carry out these initiatives are provided to property owners.  
o Comment: emphasize retrofitting, not new buildings. More equitable, with less displacement. 
o Comment: will new construction projects that are already in process need to follow some of 

these requirements? If not, the City should act immediately on enacting these initiatives.  There 
is a lot of construction being planned in Burien right now.  



o Equity concern: do these actions take into consideration the impact on small businesses. 
Monetary availability is different if you compare a small business vs. a big business (i.e. Dollar 
Store vs. small store). 

Strategy B-1.2: Increase Burien community knowledge about energy efficiencies 

● Action B-1.2.1 | Promote the use of Seattle City Light and Puget Sound Energy (PSE) incentives for energy 
conservation. 

o Current incentive programs are already limited for those who don’t use those energy companies. 

● Action B-1.2.2 |Support Homeowner Energy Efficiency Workshop Events designed to inform the 
community about green building and efficiency certification programs, project permitting, financing, 
innovative products, as well as architect and contractor certification resources. 

o Suggestion that Renton’s and Home Repair Assistance Program and Bellevue’s Home Repair and 
Weatherization Assistance program could serve as good models for Burien. 

o Suggestion to use give a flyer or information packet to people applying for building permits due 
to limited time available to attend workshops. 

General Comments about Strategy: 

o Strategy does not feel sufficiently supported by actions. 
o Language in these actions needs to be stronger. 

Strategy B-1.3: Increase energy efficiencies in City-owned buildings and other infrastructure 

● Action B-1.3.1 | Conduct energy audits in all city operated buildings and partner with the local utility and 
private contractors to make improvements. 

o Suggestion to utilize WA State Energy Savings Performance Contracting program as part of 
action implementation. 

● Action B-1.3.2 | Assess various options for financing and grants for energy efficiency projects for city 
buildings and facilities. 

o No feedback for this action. 

● Action B-1.3.3 | Join either the Seattle City Light Green Up program or Puget Sound Energy’s (PSE) Green 
Direct program to reduce emissions from government operations. Through Green Direct, Burien can 
purchase 100 percent of their energy from local, renewable energy resources. 

o Concern that Burien must choose one or the other. 

o Concern that the voluntary extra cost to assure electricity is “green” will not be within the city’s 
budget.  

o Equity concern: how can you expect underrepresented communities to support this if 
information is not available in multiple languages. Currently only available in English.  

o Concern that if the cost increases to obtain renewable energy will that cost be put on Burien 
residents? The communities might support a cost increase but it depends on what the increase 
amount would be. 

● Action B-1.3.4 |Continue to implement energy efficient outdoor lighting, such as light emitting diodes 
(LED) for all streetlights and parks lighting infrastructure in Burien. 

General Comments about Strategy: 

https://www.seattle.gov/city-light/residential-services/home-energy-solutions/renewable-energy-credits
https://www.seattle.gov/city-light/residential-services/home-energy-solutions/renewable-energy-credits
https://www.pse.com/en/green-options/Renewable-Energy-Programs/green-direct
https://www.pse.com/en/green-options/Renewable-Energy-Programs/green-direct
https://www.pse.com/en/green-options/Renewable-Energy-Programs/green-direct


o Support for this strategy but concern about lack of accountability in implementation – create 
metrics. 

Strategy B-2.1: Transition to the use of renewable energy to eliminate fossil fuel use wherever 
possible 

● Action B-2.1.1 | Support the development of community solar projects that benefit all residents, 
particularly communities of color, low-income populations, and members of limited-English-speaking 
communities (e.g. Spark Northwest). 

o Suggestion that the old “Annex” be designated as a solar project site. 

o High support especially from an equity perspective.  

● Action B-2.1.2 | Partner with utilities and contractors to help businesses and school districts improve 
efficiency and upgrade equipment that improves affordability, comfort, indoor air quality and energy 
efficiency in all commercial/multi-family buildings and schools. 

o Clarify what the City’s role is in this action. 
o Strong support for this action, especially for schools. 

o Concern over hot this applies to people that rent in multi-family properties. The renters might be 
all in, but will the City be able to have the property owners actually make these improvements.  

● Action B-2.1.3 | Evaluate the barriers and challenges homeowners face in shifting to renewable energy 
sources. 

o Strong support for this action. 
o Clarify language– “evaluate” is not actionable. Suggest revising to say, “Evaluate and address.” 
o Suggestion to brainstorm with community members about these barriers and challenges and 

how to mitigate. 

● Action B-2.1.4 |Require EV infrastructure for all new commercial and multi-family property development 
to increase available EV charging stations in the city. 

o Strong support for this action. 
o Suggestion to add incentives for developers.  

o Equity concern: will this go in hand in making EV more accessible for people who live in multi-
family properties.  

General Comments about Strategy 

o Suggestion to expand hydropower to include “mini-hydros” must consider impact to rivers and 
wildlife. 

o Overall equity concern: how will these strategies and actions impact the rent prices and services for 
people that live in multi-family complexes?  

 

Focus Area 3: Materials & Consumption  
Focus Area Goal:  

 Reduce community waste generation and move towards zero waste of resources. 

Strategy M-1.1: Reduce waste from City purchasing and operations 

● Action M-1.1.1 | Strengthen and implement the City’s sustainable purchasing policy focused on end-use 
for materials, the recyclability of products, and make efforts to solicit bids from local sources. King 
County’s Sustainable Purchasing Guide is a potential model for internal standards. 

https://sparknorthwest.org/programs/solar/solarize-northwest/
https://sparknorthwest.org/programs/solar/solarize-northwest/
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/finance-business-operations/procurement/for-government/environmental-purchasing/Purchasing_Guide.aspx
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/finance-business-operations/procurement/for-government/environmental-purchasing/Purchasing_Guide.aspx


o Suggestion to base Burien’s policy off existing regional policies. Examples: Dept. of General 
Administration in Olympia or General Services Administration. 

● Action M-1.1.2 | Require all three-waste stream (garbage, recycle, and compost) bins at all City facilities 
to increase waste diversion rates from City operations. 

o Incentives/penalties needed for following waste stream requirements. 

● Action M-1.1.3 | Adopt King County's Construction and Demolition waste diversion requirements. 

o No feedback for this action. 

● Action M-1.1.4 | Conduct waste stream audits every two years at all city buildings. Develop a strategy to 
cut back in consumption of top 5 non-recyclable and other landfill waste stream items identified in the 
waste audit. 

o No feedback for this action 

● Action M-1.1.5 | Switch to digital for all internal and external paper uses when feasible. 

- Internal: HR paperwork, meetings, timesheets, presentations, reports, invoices, ext. 

- External: invoices, payments, contracts, digital signatures, ext.  

o No feedback for this action 

● Action M-1.1.6 |Increase City employee education and awareness around waste reduction by hosting 
annual sustainability events such as Earth Day/Earth month or Green Office Day. This event serves to 
educate employees and reinforce commitment to sustainable behavior. 

o Suggestion to expand this education to all residents, not just City employees. 

General Comments about Strategy: 

o Strong support for all actions, many felt this is the most important category. 
o Quantifiable goal of waste reduction needs to be set. 
o Concern over the lack of acknowledgement of the upstream waste from producers and their 

responsibility in reducing waste. 

Strategy M-1.2: Increase diversion of community waste while reducing contamination within 
waste streams 

● Action M-1.2.1 | Mandate recycling and composting at multi-family properties by 2026. Use education 
and incentives to guide building owners, operators, and residents to achieve this goal. 

o Suggestion to expand action outside of just multi-family properties, or all of Burien. 
o Clarify what the recycling and composting would entail. Is this on-site? 
o Suggestion—this deadline is not urgent enough. Maybe 2024 for universal recycling. 
o Suggestion—give out free tickets to Cedar Grove tours. 

o Suggestion to keep laws, ordinances, and requirements consistent. The City hasn’t been able to 
do this.  

o Suggestion to extend this to small businesses as well, but that it will be important to first provide 
them education. It will also be important to have information provided in multiple languages to 
support some small businesses. 

● Action M-1.2.2 | Work with King County, K4C, and solid waste haulers to develop a composting master 
plan to expand the composting infrastructure in the Puget Sound. 



o Concern that this action should include food waste from grocery stores. 

● Action M-1.2.3 | Work with the City waste hauler to provide multilingual recycling and composting 
education and outreach targeted at multi-family properties and tenants. 

General Comments about Strategy: 

o Suggestion to implement educational prototype that displays waste stream diversion. 
o Strong support to implement an educational aspect to this strategy. 
o Suggestion to add education and outreach to small businesses, especially diverse small 

businesses.  
o Suggestion to make this action an ordinance similar to the one banning plastic bags. But make 

this one mandatory and no loopholes—big grocery stores are still providing plastic bags in Burien 
and they said is because they are getting rid of their inventory.  

o Suggestion that Burien has diverse community advocates already related to this topic that can 
help with education, promotion, and outreach.  

Strategy M-1.3: Promote a circular economy 

● Action M-1.3.1 | Support and host repair/reuse, zero waste, and upcycling workshops in the community. 
o Encourage coffee shops to offer grounds to gardeners. 
o Suggestion to make action less broad. 
o Expand workshops to also include gardening workshops with an emphasis on vertical gardens or 

community gardening. 
o Equity concern—ensure these workshops are held on weekends and have presenters who know 

the community and can speak local languages. 
o Suggestion—use Edenborough, Scotland’s “Recyclery” as a model for a club where people with 

skills can contribute to upcycle items. 
o Concern that is not just about education but about actually providing circular economy 

resources. Individuals must have the resource/service/tool first before someone can be educated 
on it (i.e. recycling or composting).  

o Equity concern: how do you consider multi-family complexes and small businesses for these 
actions? 

o Equity concern: use plain language. Clarify what circular economy means. 

● Action M-1.3.2 | Expand and encourage community and school gardens, urban agriculture, and farmers 
markets that sell locally produced food. 

o Suggestion for use of old Annex site for gardens. 
o Encourage recyclable-only packaging at the Farmers Market. 

General Comments about Strategy: 
o Suggestion to emphasize clothing recycling. 
o Add communication tools to plastic explaining the waste and emissions associated with that 

product. 
o Suggestion to add consequences to actions that are enforced by the City.  

Focus Area 4: Water & Natural Systems 
Focus Area Goals:  

 Preserve the health of native habitats and enhance ecosystem health.  
 Enhance natural drainage systems.  

Strategy W-1.1: Protect and support native habitats and open spaces 



● Action W-1.1.1 | Support regional efforts to strengthen, revise, and enforce codes for critical areas 
including fish, tree, frequently flooded areas, unstable slopes, and associated areas and ecosystems to 
protect native habitats. 

o Define the process for defining “critical areas.” 
o Strong support for this action. 
o Encourage local growers to propagate Pacific Yew (good evergreen for steep slopes, very difficult 

to source). 
o Include language regarding planting for stormwater management. 

● Action W-1.1.2 | Continue to make progress on the Green Burien Partnership Urban Forest Stewardship 
Plan, which aims to restore and enhance natural areas, assess current urban forest health, and increase 
the tree canopy cover in Burien to 40% coverage by 2038. 

o Concern that this metric is not urgent enough. 

o Concern about how realistic this is if the City hasn’t been able to stop the rapid development and 
construction that has been happening in Burien.  

● Action W-1.1.3 | Expand community education on the importance of local and native habitats, water 
conservation methods, and the benefits of trees. 

o Very strong support for the idea of incorporating a tree walk into educational initiatives. 

o Suggestion that there should be more cleaning days (i.e. bring together community to clean the 
city) but most importantly make these activities and opportunities be known to everyone in the 
City, especially diverse communities who do not speak English.  

o Suggestion to be more specific for this action. For example, adding activities at the parks and 
inviting community, planning native plants, making the community realize how valuable these 
places are.  

● Action W-1.1.4 | Consider hiring an Arborist. The Arborist will support the preservation of native trees, 
educate city staff on best practices, assist in the development and implementation of tree codes, and 
track and report tree removal to enable the city to effectively manage tree cover.   

o Very strong support regarding this action. 
o Concern with the hiring process–maybe require a Green certification of some kind. Lack of 

consistency between viewpoints between Arborists. 
o Clarify the difference between native/non-native plants and invasive plants. 
o Use heat mapping to justify budgetary increases in tree cover. 

o Concern over the cost of this.  

Strategy W-2.1: Protect stormwater infrastructure and expand green infrastructure 

● Action W-2.1.1 | Incentivize green stormwater infrastructure projects such as rain gardens and other low 
impact designs. 

o Concern that GSI won’t be beneficial-should be monitored for effectiveness/potential if 
implemented. 

● Action W-2.1.2 | Maintain or replace aging stormwater infrastructure including pipes, catch basins, 
ponds, and swales using LID where feasible. 

o Strong support for this action. 

● Action W-2.1.3 | Educate community on importance of local environment, including the planting of native 
plants and importance of trees to mitigate stormwater runoff. 

o Include education on current stormwater systems. 



● Action W-2.1.4 | Study the feasibility of including climate change predictions for precipitation into the 
sizing of new and replaced stormwater infrastructure. 

o Include sensitivity to changes in precipitation in study. 

General Comments about Strategy about Strategy 
o Concern that natural systems cannot withstand high heat days. 

Strategy W-2.2: Protect quality and flow of water resources 

● Action W-2.2.1 | Seek opportunities to improve stream resilience to high flows. 
o Suggestion simplify action to read “reduce risk of flooding” if flooding is the primary concern. 

 

● Action W-2.2.2 | Assess opportunities to retrofit existing untreated areas to improve flow control and 
water quality, with a priority on locations providing the most benefit and areas that are historically under-
resourced. 

o Clarify language to specify “untreated areas”. 
o Suggestion to also test for leaky septic tanks. 

General Comments about Strategy: 

o Strong support for this strategy and its actions. 
o Metrics and timelines are necessary and are currently lacking in strategy language.  
o Recognize that stream temperature and sea level rise have a large impact on the lives of many 

animals in streams and the Sound. 
o Integrate mitigation for periods temperature changes become dangerous for wildlife 
o Implement riparian buffers and permeable pavement. 
o Suggestion to create a similar program as Thurston County who partnered with local mushroom 

growers to mix waste oyster mushroom spawn with county collected tree debris.  Mix was placed 
in bulbar “tubes” along ditch edges and stream verges to allow mushrooms to help clean “non-
point source” contaminants, e.g. e. Coli (from feces) and road runoff (oil). 

o Continue partnering with Des Moines and Normandy Park to provide rainwater bins 
 

Focus Area 5: Community Resilience & Well-being 
Focus Area Goals:  

 Strengthen the capacity to support climate action. 
 Ensure equitable access to parks, green space, and recreational services  
 Focus investments on communities that experience disproportionate climate impacts. 

Strategy C-1.1: Strengthen the capacity to support climate action 

● Action C-1.1.1 | Host educational workshops around aspects of sustainability, including waste reduction, 
natural yard care, air quality, and energy conservation. 

o Workshop Considerations—adopt a hybrid online-in person approach, host on weekends to 
avoid work conflicts, engage youth, have giveaways, expand topics, meet people where they are. 

o Engage with religious institutions to continue outreach. 

● Action C-1.1.2 | Work with Highline School District to encourage sustainability and climate action 
education. 

o Clarify what “work with” means. 
o Engage other districts as well, not just Highline. 
o Offer support for students working to install rooftop solar. 



o Encourage implementation of vegetable gardens on campus, see: New Start High School “Shark 
Garden.” 

o Suggestion to add a monthly newsletter about climate action. 
o Suggestion—the NGO that runs Project Citizen might be helpful at the high school level to  

support a contest based on citizen education that starts locally and runs up to the national level 
and could be focused on climate action by citizens.  Student groups would pick a problem in this 
area, research it, document several solutions that might help and then pick the solution they like 
the best to document and plan out.  

● Action C-1.1.3 | Implement a sustainable business recognition program to publicly recognize businesses 
with a commitment to sustainable practices (e.g. EnviroStars). 

o Strong support for this action. 
o Clarify what this program would entail. 
o Suggestion to add a metric that shows how sustainable a business is, include on a window decal 

or flyer. 

Strategy C-1.2: Improve City staff knowledge of and capacity for their role in climate action 

● Action C-1.2.1 | Build City employees climate change awareness in their role for considering climate 
impacts in their day-to-day decisions at work (e.g. educate all City staff about the Burien Climate Action 
Plan). 

o No feedback for this action. 

● Action C-1.2.2 | Create a centralized City sustainability coordinator to support CAP monitoring and 
implementation. 

o Strong support for this action, suggestion to expand to include other environmental education 
positions. 

● Action C-1.2.3 | Develop a cross-departmental group to expand participation in climate action planning 
and implementation. 

o Too generic, needs more actionable language. 

● Action C-1.2.4 | Encourage city staff to purchase from local vendors, services, and stores to reduce GHG 
emissions from commerce-related transportation and food production and distribution. 

o Clarify the meaning of “local” – Burien? Seattle? King county? Washington? 
o Focus on supporting the local community, not on GHG reductions. 

Strategy C-2.1: Increase and protect green spaces and natural areas within the community 

• Action C-2.1.1 | Create more usable green space in Burien’s activity centers and work to incorporate a 
higher volume of smaller parks and urban public spaces. 

o Equity emphasis in low-income areas for tree planting and park building. 
o Implement splash parks to serve as cooling areas during extreme heat events. 

 
• Action C-2.1.2 | Continue to plan and develop a system of parks, open spaces, and connected trails 

throughout Burien. 
o Concern that big trees need special protection. 
o Implement more community garden spaces. 

Strategy C-3.1: Enhance resilience of populations that will be disproportionately impacted by climate 
change 

https://envirostars.org/


● Action C-3.1.1 | Identify current and future vulnerable populations and implement resilience-building 
actions to support populations most affected by climate change in Burien. Resilience-building actions can 
include jobs training, volunteer opportunities, community organizing, and school and recreation-based 
activities. 

o Strong support for this action. 
o Suggestion to consider the population of people experiencing homelessness. 

● Action C-3.1.2 | Conduct targeted outreach with vulnerable populations to understand their needs and 
how the City can best assist them in preparing to meet those needs. 

o Suggestion—Implement a postcard educational campaign (Shoreline’s could serve as a model). 
Postcards could give climate danger avoidance tips (e.g., ways to make box fans into air filtration 
systems for better health in fire season).  

● By increasing awareness of climate impact among most affected communities, this 
could make recipients more eager to take part in ameliorating harmful effects of climate 
in their neighborhoods.   

● Action C-3.1.3 |Continue to work closely with the Burien Airport Committee to mitigate the airport 
impacts on Burien community members. 

o Concern that there is no power behind this action. 

● Action C-3.1.4 | Conduct wildfire smoke outreach and education campaigns to increase awareness of how 
homeowners and renters can prepare for the negative impacts of wildfire smoke. 

o No feedback for this action 

New Strategies 
Potential new strategies that were identified include:  

Focus Area Strategy or Action Notes 
Transportation & 
Land Use 

Support the last 5-mile alternative public transit options that 
connect Burien to Sound Transit. 

 

 

Water & Natural 
Systems 

Develop a tree re-compensation program. 

 

 

Community 
Resilience & 
Wellbeing 

Implement Community Broadband Internet. 
 

 

Community 
Resilience & 
Wellbeing 

Implement a Wildfire Preparedness Strategy. 

 

Include distribution of N95 
masks and air filters, especially 
for children and the homeless 

Buildings & 
Energy 

Create an energy-efficiency co-op.  

Community 
Resilience & 
Wellbeing 

Create a volunteer corps/grassroots group for climate education. 
 

 

Buildings & 
Energy 

Require new homeowners attend homeowner energy efficiency 
workshops.   

 

 



Focus Area Strategy or Action Notes 
Buildings & 
Energy 

Improve outreach and education on renewable energy options 
for residents and businesses. 

 

 

Community 
Resilience & 
Wellbeing 

 Add more environmental education staff to the City.  

Community 
Resilience & 
Wellbeing 

Offer financial literacy classes.  

Water & Natural 
Systems 

Within the Parks Department, encourage use of edible 
landscaping in parks, seek community volunteers to maintain, 
harvest, and distribute. 
 

 

Materials & 
Consumption 

Ban polystyrene-type food containers for take-out and implement 
disposable/reusable guidelines within restaurants. Potentially 
follow plastic bag ban guidelines. 

 

Materials & 
Consumption 

Create an exchange program for transitioning from gasoline 
powered lawn mowers, chain saws, blowers, etc.  to electric 
options. 

 

Transportation & 
Land Use 

Expand bus routes to Seahurst Park.  

Transportation & 
Land Use 

Implement disincentives for passenger vehicle culture (e.g., 
taxing large parking lots). 

 

Transportation & 
Land Use 

Develop free bus lines connected to necessary human services.  

Transportation & 
Land Use 

Waive permitting fees for affordable housing projects.  

Transportation & 
Land Use 

Publish walkability ratings for realtors, prospective buyers, and 
sellers. 

 

Transportation & 
Land Use 

Add bicycle police patrol to new and existing bikeways to ensure 
safety. 

 

Transportation & 
Land Use 

Implement new bike servicing programs  

Buildings & 
Energy 

Create a solar tax incentive program.  

Buildings & 
Energy 

Create a prototype City-owned building to implement all available 
current energy efficiency measures as a case study to citizens; 
offer tours. This could also apply to a model residential unit that 
serves the same purpose. 

 

Buildings & 
Energy 

Incentivize the switch to renewable or natural solutions in 
privately owned supermarkets, warehouses etc. Ex: 
White roofs, solar panels in parking lots, etc. 

 

Materials & 
Consumption 

Host beach, park, and neighborhood clean-ups more frequently 
as a community method to tabulate how much trash is being 
collected and track variation over time.  

 

Materials & 
Consumption 

Implement requirements on paper choices at printing businesses 
to reduce overuse of thick stock paper. 

 

Materials & 
Consumption 

Implement a food waste reduction program that diverts food 
waste to support local hunger relief initiatives.   

 



Focus Area Strategy or Action Notes 
Water & Natural 
Systems 

Remove all septic systems, either through mandates or 
incentives. 

 

Water & Natural 
Systems 

Include an action or actions focused specifically on community 
clean-up events.  

 

Materials & 
Consumption 

Create a waste-to-energy plan (e.g., biogas)   

Water & Natural 
Systems 

Implement GSI to promote groundwater recharge.  

Community 
Resilience & 
Wellbeing 

Create a campaign for Homegrown National Parks, i.e. 
encouraging homeowners to make their yards supportive of 
wildlife by growing more native plants; could be supported by tax 
credits or incentives. 
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