
CITY OF BURIEN 
AGENDA BILL 

 
 

Agenda Subject:  
Discussion on Transportation Benefit Districts 

Meeting Date:  
December 8, 2008 

Department:  
City Manager 

Attachments:  
1. Recommended TBD 
Projects Comparison 
Matrix 
2. Pedestrian & Bicycle 
Facilities Plan Map  

Fund Source: N/A 
Activity Cost:  N/A 
Amount Budgeted: N/A 
Unencumbered Budget Authority: N/A  

Contact:  
Jenn Ramirez Robson, 
Management Analyst 
Telephone:  
(206) 439-3165 
Adopted Initiative: 
  Yes  X        No        

Initiative Description: Prioritize and advance specific high priority projects 
identified in the Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities Plan. 

PURPOSE/REQUIRED ACTION: The purpose of this agenda item is for Council to review and discuss the 
comparison matrix for each of the recommended Transportation Benefit District(TBD) projects.  
 
BACKGROUND (Include prior Council action & discussion):  
The Burien City Council received an overview regarding Transportation Benefit Districts on July 7, 2008 and had 
directed staff to engage in further study of that funding tool. There was interest in investigating whether TBDs could 
be used for projects from the Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities Plan as well as transportation improvements such 
supplementing the City’s overlay program.  
 
On July 11, 2008 staff presented the Burien Economic Development Partnership (BEDP) with an overview of TBDs 
and how they might be used in Burien. They were supportive of the concept. 
 
Following a discussion regarding Transportation Benefit Districts and Transportation Impact Fees on September 15, 
2008, the City Council asked staff to recommend a subset of high priority projects that would be suitable for a short-
term TBD using a voter-approved $25 car tab fee.  On November 17, 2008 staff brought back a list of recommended 
projects. At that time Council asked for more details regarding each project along with 2 additional projects that 
Council requested as additions to the comparison list.  As part of the development of the comparison data, preliminary 
cost parameters for the recommended projects came back lower than anticipated.  This finding led to a revision of the 
staff recommendation.  
 
OPTIONS (Including fiscal impacts):   

1. Select Priority Projects #1 & 2 for the purpose of forming a TBD 
2. Select other projects for the purpose of forming a TBD 
3. Do not select a project  

 
Note: The cost to have a TBD measure on a 2009 Special Election ballot is approximately $34,000. This amount 
has been included in the 2009 budget. 
 

Administrative Recommendation:  
• Select projects for the purpose of forming a TBD.   
• Direct staff to return with a schedule for placing the proposed TBD measure on a 2009 Special Election ballot. 

Committee Recommendation:  
 N/A 
Advisory Board Recommendation:  
N/A 
Suggested Motion:  
None required 
Submitted by:  Jenn Ramirez Robson 
Administration    __________                                    City Manager    ___________ 
Today’s Date: December 3, 2008 File Code:  
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Recommended Projects for Transportation Benefit District in 2009  
 


Project*  Cost 
Parameter 
Range 
 


Likelihood 
of other 
funding  
(1‐5) 


Safety 
Concern 
Ranking  
(1‐5) 


Public 
Profile  
1‐5 
(staff)  


Public 
Profile 
1‐5 
(Council) 


Strengths of project  Challenges of project 


1. 8th Ave South 
(S. 128th – S. 136th) 


450,000‐
550,000 


3  2  5    • Provides safer connection 
to Cedarhurst Elementary 
School 


• 8th Ave S is designated as 
part of the school “safe‐
walking route”.  


• This area has received little 
in the way of 
pedestrian/bicycle 
improvements 


• Part of Comp Plan (SE 1.4.7) 
 


• Would require 
coordination with 
property owners 
currently using City right‐
of‐way property 


2. SW 144th/146th St. 
(Ambaum – 21st SW) 


550,000‐
600,000 


0  3  3    • SW 144th/146th is 
designated as part of the 
school “safe‐walking route” 
for Seahurst Elementary.  


• Connects to downtown 
Burien/Town Square area, 
and Seahurst Park 


• Forms part of Burien Loop 
Trail 


• No walkway on either side 
of the road 


 


• A number of projects 
have already been 
completed West of 1st 
Ave S 


• Would require 
coordination with 
property owners using 
City right‐of‐way 
property. 


3. SW & S 136th St 
(Ambaum – Des 
Moines Mem. Way) 
 


400,000‐
500,000 


2  4  2    • No sidewalk from Ambaum 
to Chelsea Park.  


• Much of the sidewalk area 
east of Chelsea Park does 
not meet ADA standards 


• Forms part of Burien Loop 
• Can improve longer stretch 


of road due to what is 
already in place. 


• Some form of sidewalk 
already exists on much 
of SW & S 136th.  


   







Recommended Projects for Transportation Benefit District in 2009  
 


2 1 24. 12th Ave SW/ SW 
148th St. 


420,000‐
500,000 


• No wide shoulders or 
sidewalks exist although 
this is a main through‐
street. 


• Would provide safe route 
to Seahurst Elementary & 
Lake Burien Park. 


• Serves as a connection for 
Gregory Heights and 
Seahurst neighborhoods 
 


• Storm water upgrades 
would be required 


5.  S 152nd Street  500,00‐
600,00 


2  4  2    • Serves Highline High School 
• Adjacent to multi‐family 


residential housing 


• Sides walks and walking 
areas exist along much 
of the corridor 


• Requires reconstruction 
of the street which is not 
currently funded 


6. 4th Ave SW  400,000‐
500,000 


2  2  2    • No pedestrian or bicycle 
facilities along SW 4th 
Avenue north of Sylvester 
Middle School. 


• Severe topographical 
restraints 


 
 


1) 8th Avenue South (S 128th Street to S. 136th Street)  ‐ Construct a minimum 8‐foot wide multi‐purpose facility on one side of 8th Avenue South to 
provide safe access to Cedarhurst Elementary School. 
 


2) SW 144th/146th Street (21st Avenue SW to Ambaum Boulevard SW)  ‐  In conjunction with a street overlay, widened the shoulders to provide bicycle 
lanes and a safe walkway to Seahurst Elementary School. 


3) SW and S 136th Street  (from Ambaum Boulevard  to 1st Ave S and 1st Ave S  to Des Moines Memorial Drive)  ‐ Enhance east‐west connectivity and 
mobility by filling in missing gaps, repair damaged sidewalk, and installing ADA improvements.  


4) 12th Avenue SW/SW 148th Street – 12th SW is used as a by‐pass of downtown Burien from SW 152nd Street to SW 148th Street at Ambaum Boulevard 
SW.  The project would construct a sidewalk on one side of the street. 


5) S 152nd Street (1st Avenue South to Des Moines Memorial Drive) –Fill in gaps in sidewalk and ensure ADA standards. Serves Highline High School.  
 


6) 4th Avenue SW (SW 160th Street to SW 156th Street) – Provide sidewalk, curb & gutter on one of street. Widen sidewalk on one side to accommodate 
bicyclists where feasible, similar to northern portion of 4th Avenue SW. Forms part of Burien Loop Trail. Serves Sylvester Middle School.  


 







Recommended Projects for Transportation Benefit District in 2009  
 
 


Heading Definitions: 


Project: Abbreviated Project Name. An expanded project description is included below the table. 


Cost Parameters: This is a cost of magnitude estimate for each project within half a million dollars. Cost estimates will be refined once the list is narrowed down 
or a project is chosen.  


Likelihood of other funding:  This ranking indicates the probability of a project being eligible and competitive for other sources of funding such as federal or 
state funding or other grant opportunities.  1=least likely   5=very likely 


Safety concern ranking: This column indicates the safety concerns regarding the area of the project. 1=low concern 5=high concern 


Public profile: This ranking is based on staff input and experience regarding how well this project will be received by the public.  There is a blank column for 
Council to fill in during discussion 


Strengths of project: This column holds a variety of input and comments regarding the strengths of the project 


Challenges of project: This column holds a variety of input and comments regarding the potential challenges of the project.  
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