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M E M O R A N D U M 

 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

FROM: Mike Martin, City Manager 

DATE: March 9, 2009 

SUBJECT: City Manager’s Report 

 

 

I. INTERNAL CITY INFORMATION 

 

A. Discover Burien – Thursday, February 25 

Staff attended the first of six Small Business Management Seminars being planned 

this year by Discover Burien. The event was hosted by Cox Financial at 112
th

 SW 

157
th

 Street. More than 25 local businesses were represented.  The 90 minute 

seminar was titled “It’s Not Going To Be Okay------What Are You Going To Do 

About It!” Zev Siegl and Rich Shockley, from the Small Business Development 

Center, discussed proven economic survival techniques, such as knowing who your 

customers are and identifying where 80% of your profits come from so that more 

focus could be directed towards that source, and less profitable sources eliminated. 

Cash management and the importance of using monthly comparative Profit and Loss 

statements was another subject discussed in great detail.   In closing, Zev 

emphasized that he and Rich stood ready to consult with and to help individual 

businesses get through the current serious downturn. 

 

B. Update on Mental Health Court for Cities 

The option to have mentally ill offenders served in a special Mental Health Court 

should soon be available to cities in King County.  Currently King County has a 

Mental Health Court that is only available to unincorporated King County residents.  

The $1.2 million from the Mental Illness and Drug Dependency (MIDD) tax that 

was passed in November 2007,will fund this additional service.  Mental Health 

Court reduces the recidivism rate of offenders, reduces jail usage, and helps mentally 

ill offenders get access to medication, treatment, intensive case management, 

housing and food vouchers, and provides intensive probation supervision.  Once a 

case is transferred to the Mental Health Court, the City is no longer involved and no 

longer pays the court or jail costs for the offender.  The King County Council is 

scheduled to consider this proposal on April 1, 2009, and if approved Mental Health 

Court will be available to cities starting in June 2009.   
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C. City Project on List Proposed for Federal “Stimulus” Funds (Pg. CM-35) 

The City of Burien has a project on the list of local and regional transportation 

projects proposed to receive federal “economic stimulus” funding.  The attached 

news release describes the opportunity for the public to provide comments before the 

Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) Executive Board takes action on the list on 

March 12, 2009.   

 

Burien’s 4
th

 Avenue SW Sidewalk (between SW 153
rd

 and SW 156
th

) project is 

being recommended for funding ($625K) thus far.  Our other two projects, Safe 

Sidewalk (136
th

 St.) and Street Overlay, are on the contingency list at $1.0 million 

and $3.5 million respectively. 

 

The City is also hoping that King County Metro will receive federal funds to assist 

with constructing a park-and-ride facility within the Transit Oriented Development 

at the Burien Transit Center. 

 

D. Latino Community Leaders Gathering 

On Wednesday, February 25
th

, staff accompanied Councilmember Gordon Shaw and 

Burien Police Chief Kimerer to a gathering of local Latino community leaders. The 

gathering was held at SeaMar Community Clinic located at 14434 Ambaum SW.  

Following a tour of the facility there was an open discussion regarding community 

relations between the City of Burien and the Latino and immigrant community. City 

staff will continue to work with SeaMar staff and other community members to 

identify and strengthen these partnerships in order to address some of the issues 

discussed.  

 

E. First Chicken Class is First Class With Participants 

After a slow start in registration, the “Keeping Backyard Chickens” class gained 

momentum and ended up with 35 attendees on February 24. Most attendees 

appreciated the information and were ready to buy their own chickens and create 

simple backyard homes for their guests. Instructor and Burien resident, Andrea 

Lindsay, was pleasantly surprised about the turnout and is excited to offer another 

class at the Community Center on April 22. If this class is also successful, Parks 

staff will schedule a follow-up class regarding chicken-raising with the instructor.  

 

F. Staff Provides December & Year-End Sales Tax Detail Comparison  

(Pg. CM-37) 

Finance Staff has provided Council with Sales Tax information attached. 

 

 

II. COUNCIL UPDATES/REPORTS 

 

A. City Receives Notice of Power Interruption from Seattle City Light (Pg. CM-43) 

The City of Burien has received a notice from Seattle City Light that our power at 

City Hall will be “temporarily interrupted for approximately 5 hours” on Monday, 

March 16, 2009, at 10:00 am.  A copy of the notice is attached. 
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B. Major Project Status Report (Pg. CM-45) 

Staff has provided Council with the Major Projects Status Report dated 2/25/09 

(attached). 

 

C. Annual Permit Activity Report (Pg. CM-49) 

Staff has provided Council with the 2008 Annual Permit Activity Report (attached). 

 

D. Notices (Pg. CM-57) 

Notice of a subcommittee meeting of the Burien Business & Economic Development 

Partnership (BEDP) is attached. 
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