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CITY OF BURIEN, WASHINGTON 
 

Arts Commission 
MEETING MINUTES 

Date: November 26, 2013 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 

 
Arts Commission Members Present: 
 

  Sybil Davis  Shelli Park    Virginia Wright   
  Katja Kloepfer   Jhoanna Whyte  
  Andrea Reay   Chloe Swain     
  Robbie Howell   Catherine Wendland     

 
 
Staff Present: 
Gina Kallman, Cultural Arts Supervisor 
Debbie Zemke, Recreation Supervisor 
Michael LaFrieniere, Parks Director 
 
Guest 
 
Minutes 
Meeting called to order. October 22nd Minutes are approved. 
 
The arts commission welcomed new commissioner Jhoanna Whyte. 
 
Arts Commission Purpose 
Staff and Commissioners discussed the ordinance that created the Arts Commission and theor 
purpose as well as how this can be interpreted. Commissioners suggested that council members 
be invited to arts commission meetings.  Sybil also suggested that the arts commission make a 
presentation to the new council, using the 2012 Arts Commissioner summary to help educate the 
new council. 
 
2014 Arts and Culture Grant Allocations 
At their November 14 meeting, the Arts and Culture Grant review panel approved the following 
allocations for the 2014 grant cycle:  Northwest Symphony Orchestra-$4500;  Northwest 
Associated Arts-$4500; The Hi-Liners-$2500;  Highline Historical Society-$3000;  Highline 
Community Symphony Band-$1000; Burien Little Theater-$2000; Burien Arts Association-
$1200; B-Town Beat-$1000; and the Bottle Cap Art Project-$300.   
 
Increase funding for Arts and Culture Grant Fund 
The suggestion has been made that the Arts Commission could request a budget increase in 2014 
for the 2015 Arts and Culture Grant Fund.  Michael addressed how staff can ask for more funding 
for 2015-2016 budgets.  Staff will need to show the need in community.  The suggestion was 
made that staff should research other Washington city arts granting amounts and brings this 
information to the arts commission in May/June for a vote.   
 
The commissioners discussed the 2014 Arts and Culture Grants and discussed the idea of 
relooking at who may apply and should fundraising events be able to apply. 
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AREAS OF FOCUS REPORT 
 
Arts Education – no report 
 
 
Arts and Economic Development— Virginia reported on the November 16th meeting discussing 
performance space hosted by realtor Dan Matthews. Items discussed included possible uses and 
funding options and how a venue  can be used for corporate meeting as well as be reconfigured 
for small theatre spaces.   
 
Virginia spoke about Square Feet 2013 symposium in Seattle and how it addressed cultural 
placemaking.    
 
Shelli discussed the art summit.  4 Culture is interested in providing some support.  One approach 
may be to split the summit into three meetings in March, April, and May.  Discover Burien may 
be able to help with marketing, space, and food.   Gina will talk to Deb Twersky about arts 
commission usage of sustained support.  Staff will research 1% for art funding in other cities. 
 
Public Art—--Staff reported on the current plan for public art in Seahurst Park.  The Thomas 
Lindsey piece has been decommissioned and staff will be sending an article to the press about 
this.  Staff is working on an NEA grant for a new piece of public art that will be submitted in 
January.  The grant will be announced in summer 2014. 
 
 
 
 
 
STAFF REPORT 
 
No report 
 
 
 
Additional items 
 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
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